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Wright Seaplane Base, Inc. to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first public 
demonstration of the Wright Model C-H hydro-aeroplane in Dayton. 

 
On Sunday May 5, 2013, the Wright Seaplane 
Base, Inc. will celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the first public demonstration of their Model C-H 
hydro-aeroplane. The celebration will take place at 
the Moraine Airpark in conjunction with 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 48’s 
54th Annual Funday Sunday Fly-in and Pancake 
Breakfast.  
 
On April 30, 1913, Orville Wright began test 
flight of the Wright Company’s Model C-H 
hydro-aeroplane. The Dayton Daily News reported 
on the testing in their May 1st edition. The Wright 
Model C-H was the standard Model C that had 
been fitted with twin 4-step hydroplanes, or floats 
as they were also called, under the landing skids. 
Testing took place on the Great Miami River 
between what is now Moraine and West 
Carrollton. At the time of the testing, the area was 
still a part of Miami Township. According to the 
Daily News, Orville Wright made a number of test 
flights “with grace and precision that mark the 
flight of birds, the famous aerialist skimmed over 
the surface of the water, rising majestically to 
dizzy heights at will.” The Wright Company 
mechanic, William Jacobs, accompanied Orville 
on several of the test flights. 
 
“At about 7 pm on Saturday evening, May 3, 

1913, after several days of testing, Orville flew his 
hydro-aeroplane up the Miami River from his 

testing camp to downtown Dayton. Mr. Jacobs 
accompanied Orville on this flight as they 
followed the course of the Miami River from the 
bend in the river in Miami Township. They flew 
as far as the Main Street Bridge, made a graceful 
turn over the bridge and landed on the river just 
south of the Main Street Bridge. The feat was 
witnessed by several hundred cheering Daytonians 
that had gathered on the bridge. Orville and his 
passenger slowly glided on the river and lifted into 
the air. Flying south, they circled over Union 
Station and then returned to their camp on the 
Miami River in Miami Township. This was the 
first time a hydro-aeroplane had ever flown over 
the heart of the city, landed on the river and then 
took off again.” 
 
Following this demonstration, Orville replaced the 
twin hydroplanes with a single wide hydroplane 
fitted underneath the landing skids and a second 
float under the tail. Smaller floats under each 
wingtip helped maintain the proper lateral balance 
of the machine while on the water. During June 
and July they made several hundred flights, 
frequently giving rides. 
 
In early July, Orville hired Grover Cleveland 
Loening as factory manager and engineer. Mr. 
Loening had been experimenting with “aeroboats” 
as he called them while working for the Queen 
Aircraft Company in New York. He had first met 
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Wilbur in September, 1909 when Wilbur made his 
famous flight from Governor’s Island, up the 
Hudson River and back, rounding the Statue of 
Liberty.  
 
Following Wilbur’s death in May, 1912, Mr. 
Loening wrote to Orville expressing his 
condolences and inquiring about the possibility of 
employment. In several subsequent letters he 
mentioned his experience designing aeroboats, 
aeroplanes with boat like hulls in the place of 
landing skids or wheels. Once at the Wright 
Company factory, under the direction of Orville, 
Loening designed the Model G Aeroboat. It was 
essentially a boat-like fuselage fitted with the 
wings and tail section of the Model C. Availability 
of the Model G was announced in August, 1913. 
 

FUNDAY SUNDAY – May 5, 2013 
 
Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 48 is 
located at the Moraine Airpark in Moraine, OH. 
The airport is located at the same location on the 
Great Miami River where the Wright hydro-
aeroplane and aeroboat experiments took place in 
1913. This year will mark the chapter’s 54th 
annual Fly-in and pancake breakfast. In good 
weather the event generally draws up to 200 
aircraft of all types, including  home-built 
experimental aircraft, antique aircraft, ultra light 
aircraft, gyrocopters and general aviation aircraft. 
Breakfast will be served from 8:00 am – 11:00 am. 
Lunch will be served between 11:00 am and 2:00 
pm. The Fly-in is free and open to the public. 
 
The Wright Seaplane Base will have an exhibit at 
the Fly-in and will use the occasion as a kickoff 

for our fund raising program. It is the mission of 
the Wright Seaplane Base, Inc., to preserve the 
nearly forgotten history of the Wright hydro-
aeroplanes and Aeroboats through its exhibits and 
educational programs. In 2010 the Wright 
Seaplane Base placed an Ohio Historical Society 
marker at the Miami and Erie Canal Park in West 
Carrollton on Marina Drive. A planned raffle will 
include a painting created by local aviation artist, 
Mike Williams, depicting a Model G Aeroboat 
flying over the area at dusk. 
 

WSBI Funday Sunday Raffle 
 
Local aviation artist, Mike Williams, has donated 
his painting of a Wright Model G Aeroboat 
“Wright Brothers Seaplane Base Est. 1913”.  The 
painting depicts a Wright Model G Aeroboat in 
flight over the Miami River. The painting will be 
raffled off on Sunday May 5th at 1:45 pm at the 
Funday Sunday event. Tickets are $1.00 each, 6 
for $5.00 or 25 for $20.00. Prior to Funday 
Sunday tickets may be purchased at the Payne 
Recreation Center, or at the Moraine Airpark, 
3800 Clearview Dr. Tickets will be available on 
Funday Sunday at Moraine Airpark at the WSBI 
display. 

 
For more information on the Wright hydro-

aeroplane and aeroboat testing, visit the WSBI 
web site at www.wrightseaplane base.org 
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Orville Wright Prepares a Mosel C-H for testing in 

May, 1913. This aircraft is fitted with the 4-step 
hydroplanes. 

 

 
 
Wright Model C-H in flight over the Miami River 

in May, 1913 

 
Model C-H with single wide pontoon and 

outriggers under the wing tips. June – July, 1913 
 

 
 

Model G Aeroboat in flight, November, 1913 
 

                     Support the Wright Seaplane Base, Inc 
 

The Wright Seaplane Base, Inc., is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization and 
 is dependent upon memberships and donations. You can become a member 
at one of several membership levels. Additional donations are appreciated. 

Name: ___________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________ State: ____________ 

Zipcode: ________________ Phone Number: ____________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________ 

Please mail your membership fees and donations to WSBI, PO Box 49096, 
West Carrollton, OH 45449, or visit our web site to make an online donation.

Membership level - Circle One 

 

Aeroboat Crew Member        $25.00 

Aeroboat Crew Chief            $60.00 

Aeroboat Skipper                $150.00 

Patron Aeroboat Aviator  
(Lifetime membership)      $3000.00 

Additional Donation          _______ 

Total Enclosed                 ________ 
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About the Wright Seaplane Base, Inc 
 
The Wright Seaplane Base, Inc., is a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organization formed in 2007 to preserve 
the nearly lost and forgotten history of the Wright 
development and testing of hydro-aeroplanes and 
aeroboats on the S-bend in the Great Miami River, 
between what is now Moraine, OH and West 
Carrollton, OH. Funds raised by the Wright 
Seaplane Base, Inc., will go towards our 
educational mission and erecting a full size Model 
G sculpture at the Miami and Erie Canal Park. 
 
In 2010 the WSBI erected a historic marker along 
the Miami River, between Moraine and West 
Carrollton Ohio, in the vicinity of the Wright test 
camp. The marker is located at the Miami and Erie 
Canal Park on Marina Dr. in West Carrollton. The 
marker is along the Great Miami River 
Recreational Trail and Bike Path 25 
 
Members of the WSBI board are available to do 
educational programs for your organization or 
school. 
 
Contact Don Ferguson at 937-609- 0925 for 
information and to schedule a presentation.  
 
The Wright Seaplane Base board meets every 3rd 
Monday at the Moraine Airpark office, 3800 
Clearview Rd., Moraine OH 45439. Meetings are 
at noon and open to the public. 

WSBI Board 
 

Bob Kyvik - Chairman 
Donald Ferguson - Secretary 

Dave Miller - President 
Mike Williams - Vice-President 
George Bockerstette - Treasurer 

Robert Mayne - Trustee 
Dennis McTaggart - Trustee 

Roger Saddler - Trustee 
John Warlick - Trustee 

Harold Robinson - Trustee 
Robert Luken - Trustee 

 
Visit our website at www.wrightseaplanebase.org 
 

 

Wright Seaplane Base, Inc. 
P. O. Box 49096  
West Carrollton, OH 45449-0906 


